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Through the
lens of
deprived
children

il Baparles

CHERMAI: What stories will children from the
marginaised commvenities bell if they were ne-
porten: wirking o jssues that affecied their
war k]

Arrinstintive Lo help them capion: thelr mns
CETEE O film, Bmnched on Friday, ssiaht Bl
the-anewnr

St vt ure

The project called “East Side Story” = s joint
wentare of voluntary crganistos HalandaWay
and UNICEF, 1t is a network of news bureaus
where children aged 1218 resrarch, write and
shoul docussentary-style films that could serve
s bosls for social change.

Three films released

Theee sheet films were releised to mark the
Eaunehof "East Sde Story." 'Ealetia s Ehe story
ioff i el ghit-wiear-o3d hery filled with anger
Bats aleoholie Gther wia dll-treats the Eamiky.

Tha film wies made by & group of childres,
froin deonaee iy and socislly weak bocke
grodnds, in Krlsheagin disiricl

L ding the chililr howh B,
Collisiur of Erishnagin district, said the sdmin-
mtration woreld soon come up wiith & comput-
erised database of children not in schools. Funds
from Sarva Shiksha Abhivan and other projects
would be used 0 help fmmilies enrod the children
imschnols. he said.

Beady to faece challemges
“Mezhuguvarthee’, o two-minwte filoy, talks of

the harnssmsent young girks face, "W have ba-

come braver after our theatre: workshops, We

Tame peepannd 1o e any consequences,” saad

Sowenya ond Geetha, wha are part of the olght-
i team that made Mezhuguvarthes.

‘Blug-up Mangamma’, the thinl short film,
wis made by children from Chemnad, o light-
Tarted Featiimg, |§ shows e schoolbeachens
need bn moke bessofs fun il childrom ors expec -
ail o understand and remembe r them.

Changging sutlonk

Cerilio Adorna, UNICEF Coustry Office Rep-
remmtative, mid simdlar work by chil drencinath-
= couptries hied helped to “change the oatiook
al grvernment.” A war-frec world wosld ansrge
amnly i childres right bo participate was uphebd.
hesaid.

M. Ham, Editor-m-Chiel, Hhe Hinde,
stressed thi need bo ieprove fmindational level
educstion in Indin

Althewsgh bigisfation for frees and compulsory
education existed, the profilem wes i e insgple-
mmiation, he noted.

He described childron®s fime a2 “powerful
medin boals” that would tell the tratly,

T cover tsumnmib-hit

BledandaWay limler Sricam V. Ayer mid the
‘East Side Story” project woulkd be expanded 1o
the tsunami-affected districts. and the shoet
fibms screrned an TV channelg, st vilkape festiv-
als and in public functans to promot; awsne-
niss on chiklren's concerns

The former Chied Secretary Sor Tamdl Nodu,
TV, Venkateaman, was among those who

participated.




