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Srivam Ayer helps to
make thelives of
children from

orby
Nanditha Suresh meets
this social worker to
find out more

re \YEr

his efforts to make children's
lives better, the 30-year-old,

interview to Yes, “ When I was
working for a software
company, a little boy walked in
selling incense sticks. [ learnt
o him that he helps his
father, who makes the sticks,
1o sell them after school. The

next day I quit my job and
decided to work for a goal. 1
simply wanted to bridge the

i that it is the children who get

andd the affluent.”

That was how NalandaWay
Foundation, an organisation to
help children from
marginalised communities
fight their problems and
achieve better things in life,

: communities can be
i supported not just through
| money,” he says.

Inany disaster, Sriram fiel:

affected the most. For example
during the Gujarat riots, he

i saw that children had been
¢ raped and crphaned. "It was
i sad to sec the damage on

! television and read it in the
was borm in 2008, Moreover, in

newspapers but to see the

seripting and film-making. In

this way, the children are able
o tell their stories or their
nnermost thoughts. “This

people sit up, That was how

| NalandaWay's second project
: took off. In this project, called

East Side Story, supported by
UNICEF, a group of children
made short films with a strong
social message.

50091 50 much in so litte time,
must have made. [n fact, after

NalandaWay," claims a very
Sriram.

proud

1f Sriram is not putting the
lives of children back on track,
he just packs his bags and

- travels. “Tam not much of an

Y

i things," he says. " I love
i aimiess travel; I just pack my
¢ bags when [ feel like, travel

extrovert, [ like quiet time to
myself to read or ponder about

and spend time with myself
and unwind," he adds.
Sriram Ayer is a self:
confessed movie maniac and
has been inspired by movies

i like American Beauty, Patch
 Adams, 15 Park Avenue, Sila

nerangaiil sile manithargal
and Anbe Sivame. “Something
about these movies move
me," hi says. The love for
mavies is cortainly reflected

in his work to empower
: children.

There's no better medium for
children to reach out to people
than film, he believes. * It hits

i the people hart,” he says
: grimly. “This is just the

heginning. there are better
things vet to come,” he
promises, intent on his dream
1o bririg Light into the lives of
children of a lesser god.




